THE    CITY   GOVERNMENT   OF   MOSCOW
ten factories)., building materials, central heating apparatus,
cranes, gas cookers and stoves, kerosene cookers and lamps,
glass and table ware, furniture, musical instruments, over-
coats, shirts, haberdashery, razors, medical equipment,
excavators, cranes, and many other articles. These trusts
employ at present 80,000 workers. Some of them serve only
the local market while others manufacture for a wider public.
The department of local industry is also responsible for
supervising the work of eighteen industrial trusts operating
in the rayons or districts into which Moscow is divided.
These district trusts employ a further 22,000 workers in some
fifty-two workshops. They are organized on a territorial
basis, whereas the city trusts are organized according to
industries. They produce knitwear, shoes, beds, window
frames, electric reading lamps, and many other commod-
ities, and are also engaged in repairing shoes, watches,
clothing, etc.
THE SECTIONS
It has already been pointed out that the delegates to
Mossoviet are organized in twenty-five sections dealing with
various services or functions.1 These sections are less
powerful than the committees of an English local authority,
since the executive control lies with the presidium; but they
nevertheless occupy an important place in the soviet structure.
The sections are organized by Orgotdel, and they vary
in size to a surprising extent. The one dealing with public
health has 600 elected representatives of Mossoviet, and in
addition 1,000 so-called "activists,3* i.e. persons of energy and
public spirit who are anxious to devote their spare time to
assisting a particular part of the work of Mossoviet. The
section dealing with local industry has 170 members. The
school section comprises 88 delegates together with 10
alternates or substitutes and 9 activists.2 The finance
section consists of only 30 members*
Every representative is required to become a member of
1 A few of the sections are compulsory, in particular those dealing with
communal economy, finance, education, public health, and local trading.
Other sections are created by resolution of the city soviet as and when required.
See Regulations as to City Soviets of October 24th 1925, Articles 46 and 47,
reproduced in Sidney and Beatrice Webb's:  Soviet Communism^ Appendix  to
Chapter II, p. 471.
2 Activists and alternates are present at meetings and take part in discussion
but do not vote.
*                                       21